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See James Rees,  Page 3

Fall Festival
Colin Elsinger walks a puppet through the parking lot at St. Luke’s on Saturday
morning, Sept. 13, at the annual fair. More photos, page 3.
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T
he cat may not be out of
the bag. Police received
two reports last week of

early morning sightings of a large
cat — possibly a cougar — near
Riverside Elementary School on
Old Mount Vernon Road.

However, after setting up sur-
veillance cameras and posting

Animal Control and Services per-
sonnel in the area, the police
haven’t seen a trace of the alleged
animal.

According to Lucy Caldwell, a
spokesperson for Fairfax County
Police, the trail cameras only
turned up images of “deer, foxes,
dogs, etc. Nothing suspicious or
unusual.”

Caldwell said the cameras will
stay up a little longer and that
animal services will keep monitor-
ing the situation.

Cougar Seen Near School
Despite search,
no confirming
evidence.

By Tim Peterson

The Gazette

F
ormer Mount Vernon presi-
dent James “Jim” Rees used
to ask Director of Horticul-

ture Dean Norton for historic
greenery to offer as gifts to groups
supporting George Washington’s
estate.

“I never got it big enough,” said
Norton. “I would come in with a
dogwood or a magnolia, and he’d
say, ‘You can’t get any bigger than
that?’ Why did I always buy so
small?”

Rees’ vision for Washington’s
Mount Vernon was always pointed
skyward. He wanted the estate to
stay current in the international
community as a premiere historic
and educational institution.

On Sept. 9, Rees died after a
long bout with multiple system
atrophy. He was 62 years old.

In his 18-year term as president,
Rees lead fundraising ventures
that brought in more than a quar-
ter of a billion dollars to develop
the impact of the Mount Vernon
experience and draw national at-
tention to the estate.

Most notable are the $60 mil-

lion, 66,700 square-foot Ford Ori-
entation Center and Donald W.
Reynolds Museum & Education
Center buildings, the restoration
of Washington’s Distillery and
Gristmill, and the Fred W. Smith
National Library for the Study of
George Washington. The library
opened in September 2013, and
Rees had secured $83 million out
of the $100 million needed for the
library before his June 2012 retire-
ment.

“He really led a renaissance of
Mount Vernon,” said Susan Magill,
Mount Vernon vice president for
advancement.

“Before Jim Rees,” said Norton,
“here we were, the most visited
historic site in the country, and still
didn’t have a visitors center.”

“The library has his imprint on
it,” said Julia Mosley, Mount
Vernon director of retail for more
than 27 years. “I’m looking out
right now at the education and ori-
entation center. That was him. The
pioneer farm, that was him.”

Rees was the one who hired
Mosley, saying he wanted her to
expand the retail operation and
make it better. He first came to

Former Mount Vernon
President James Rees Dies
Visionary helped raise more than a
quarter billion dollars for projects.

See Sightings,  Page 4
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James Rees Left Legacy of Education and Excellence
From Page 1

In October 2006, (from left) Jim
Rees; then-regent of the Mount
Vernon Ladies Association Gay
Hart Gaines; then-president of the
Ford Motor Company Fund Sandy
Ulsh; and historian and author
David McCullough cut the ribbon
on the Ford Orientation Center at
the Mount Vernon Estate.

Mount Vernon in 1983 as director of
development and associate director.

“Nothing ever stood still,” she said.
“There was always something new hap-
pening on the horizon. It just was him
— you just kind of held on, tried to up
your game. He had a high standard, en-
ergy and focus for what he wanted to
get done.”

Today Mosley oversees a four-shop, $8
million operation.

Members of Rees’ staff at Mount
Vernon said he was a tough but inspir-
ing leader, fun and entertaining to be
around, but above all committed to keep-
ing the nation’s first president relevant
in today’s society.

“You wonder what someone’s angle is,
where is their heart?” said Norton. “It be-
came evident it was truly Washington
first to him.”

“Preserving the estate and promoting
the enduring legacy of George Washing-
ton comprised the centerpiece of Jim’s

life,” Barbara Lucas, Regent for the Mount
Vernon Ladies’ Association, said in a state-
ment. “The Mount Vernon Ladies’ Associa-
tion benefited beyond measure from his vi-
sion, energy and leadership.”

Promoting Washington, for Rees, meant
things like bolstering the estate staff, which
nearly doubled over his 29-year tenure, and
ballooning Mount Vernon’s endowment
from $4 million to more than $100 million.
That helps accomplish things like leader-
ship programs based on Washington’s traits
and fund research fellowships at the new
library.

The two fellowships focus on
Washington’s leadership and entrepreneur-
ship, and are named for Rees. “It’s a very
appropriate tribute to him,” said Magill.

“He wanted this library to be a place to
show that we really were the scholarly cen-
ter for Washington,” she added.

Sharing Washington’s legacy also meant
treasuring each visitor to Mount Vernon, a
characteristic Magill, Mosley and Norton
said Rees impressed on the entire staff.

“We’re open 365 days a year,” said Magill.
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Dozens of vendors set up tents in the parking lot offering goods to
residents and visitors of the community.

Friends of Eleanor and Amelia Fortsch gather in the laden craft tent.
Pictured are: Eleanor, Lily and Amelia Fortsch, Jenna Mulvihill, Grace
Tringali, Diana Kleiman and Natalie Johnson.

At St. Luke’s Fall Festival
T

he farmer’s market at St. Luke’s
at the intersection of Wellington
and Fort Hunt Road set up early
on Saturday, Sept. 13, as ven-

dor tents rose up over the parking lot for

the annual fall festival at the church. Pup-
pets, toys, handcrafted household goods,
jewelry, knitted and crocheted goods along
with dozens of other items for on sale
throughout the day.

Gary Matthews displays a selection
of his “Book-Tail” creations.

Michael Huber of Woodbridge
demonstrates how to manipulate
the small bird puppets at the fair.

Eleanor Fortsch works on a piece
of crochet work at the fall fair.

Helen and Phil Lewis visit the
vendor booths.
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“Even if the Queen is coming, other guests
can come too. He taught all of us that spirit
of invitation and importance of every visi-
tor.”

Whether a head of state or a housewife
with her family, Rees knew they were all
seeds to be sown with Washington’s grand
image.”

“Near the end, within the last year or two,
there was an event,” Norton recalled.
“[Rees] asked me to get a magnolia for the
Purple Heart plaque, down near main gate.
I got a 15-foot one and his jaw just dropped:
‘I can’t believe you got a decent-sized tree.’Ó

Rees is survived by his husband Kirk
Blandford; brother George and George’s
wife Cindy of Atlanta; and nieces Cameron
Rees and Courtney Rees.

Rees’s family plans to hold memorial ser-
vices at a future date. Contributions in Rees’
memory may be made to the Multiple Sys-
tem Atrophy Coalition at
www.multiplesystematrophy.org, as well as
the James C. Rees Memorial Fund, care of
the Mount Vernon Ladies’ Association, PO
Box 110, Mount Vernon, VA 22121.
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By Tim Peterson

The Gazette

E
ven at 72, the animated Disney
classic “Bambi” can still soften the
hardest hearts when it comes to
appreciating the innocence and

natural beauty of deer. But the reality in
Fairfax County is that an unnaturally high
density of Bambis and mothers of Bambi is
an ongoing threat to biodiversity and road
safety.

To cope with that reality, Fairfax County
Police manage a robust population control
program: an archery-hunting season now
in its sixth year.

There are simply too many deer in
wooded areas around the county —

throughout parks, private resi-
dences and roadways. Ongoing
population density surveys con-
ducted by the Park Authority offer
data from aerial infrared imaging
as well as vegetation monitoring.

And according to the police
department’s Animal Wildlife Spe-

cialist Dr Katherine Edwards, the most re-
cent surveys “still indicate an overabun-
dance of deer in the parks.”

The effects of this overcrowding are
multifold, with the most immediately dan-
gerous being increased vehicle collisions.
Each year, the police estimate between
4,000 and 5,000 deer-vehicle strikes take
place.

At the state level, Virginia ranked eighth
in the country for collisions between 2007
and 2008.

It doesn’t help that the times of day deer
are characteristically most active are morn-
ing and evening twilight — coinciding with
northern Virginia rush hours.

Aside from the roadside threat, the over-

population also increases potential human
exposure to diseases carried by deer-riding
pests such as Lyme disease. Then on an eco-
logical level, deer crowding results in
“overbrowsing”, or decimation of under-
story plant life that would otherwise offer
food and shelter to other forest-dwelling
animals, not to mention help regenerate the
forest itself.

And many homeowners are familiar with
the scourge of azaleas, daylilies and hos-
tas.

In an attempt to put the deer population
in check, the Board of Supervisors first ap-
proved archery as a preferred method in
October 2000. It took several years for the
program to fully develop, but by the end of
fiscal year 2014 — the sixth year of the
program’s current form — nearly 800 hunt-
ers were responsible for bringing in 848
deer across 27 park sites.

And though not popular with “Bambi”
lovers, controlled hunting is the only popu-
lation control method approved by the state.

“It’s the toolbox we have now,” said

Deer Archery Program Enters Sixth Season
Edwards.

The archery is safe to park patrons and
bystanders — only five non-hunter injuries
have occurred statewide in the last five de-
cades — and despite the vegetation being
slow to rebound, Edwards said the deer
population is reducing.

By exactly how much is uncertain. And
Edwards said her department is open to
different methods that would be more ef-
fective, or as effective and more humane.

Such as the current study by White Buf-
falo Inc, which is operating under a special
permit from the state to experiment with
sterilizing deer rather than killing them.

“We hear both sides,” said Edwards. “It’s
pretty balanced between the viewpoints. If
there’s a new method, it gets a lot of atten-
tion — looking into these humane options
in the future. That’s perfectly reasonable to
question the methods we’re using and dis-
cuss the options.”

But for now, the police will continue to
manage the archery program, because they
believe it’s the best option at their disposal.

Photos contributed

A high density of deer is seen as an ongoing threat to biodiversity and road safety throughout the Fairfax County.

Continued overabundance
brings bow-hunters back
to parks.

Archery program quick hitsTo the Point
❖ This deer-hunting seasons lasts

from Sept. 6 until Feb. 21, 2015. But
don’t expect things to pick up until
the weather gets cooler: “As hot as
it’s been, I doubt there’s been any
hunters in the woods,” said Master
Animal Control Officer Cook.
“Around the beginning of October
more hunters will be active.”

❖ Virginia hunting hours are Mon-
day through Saturday, 30 minutes
before sunrise until 30 minutes after
sunset. Most hunters follow deer off
the beaten path, but if you encoun-
ter one, they should have
identification: “Some people get a

little bit shocked by the sight of the
bow,” said Lake Accotink Park manager
on duty Carlos Cruz, “but the flash of a
badge brings them back to ease. Most
people are pretty aware of it.”

❖ All archers must have applied for
the program by July 6 2014, possess a
valid Virginia hunting license and have
passed a proficiency and safety test.

❖ Archers work in groups and are as-
signed and limited to hunt only in
specific sites. The complete list of pro-
gram locations is online at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/living/wildlife/
archery/archery-program.htm.

❖ Feeding deer is illegal between
Sept. 1 and the first Saturday in Janu-
ary.

❖ The police encourage people to
report deer damage they see in neigh-
borhoods and parks, contacting the
non-emergency number 703-691-
2131 or program manager Sergeant
Earit Powell at 703-324-0280.

❖ Some recommended deer-deter-
ring plant life include common
boxwood, Colorado Blue Spruce, Red
Osier Dogwoods and Scots Pine. Or a
motion-activated sprinkler may also
do the trick.

find a safe location and call police
at the non-emergency number:
703-691-2131.

Dr. Katherine Edwards, Fairfax
County Police Wildlife Manage-
ment Specialist, said, “It’s not un-
heard that it could be a possible
cougar. That someone had it as an
exotic pet and released it.”

But that’s rare and unlikely, she
said. The animal control efforts are
just a standard safety practice. “We
haven’t had a reproducing popu-
lation within the state since the
late 1800s,” Edwards added.

— Tim Peterson

From Page 1

Sightings Reported
The two reports to police de-

scribed the cat as closer in size to
a large dog, having sand- or or-
ange-colored fur, and sporting a
tail as long as its body.

While recess and outdoor activi-
ties were cancelled immediately
following the reported sightings,
Fairfax County Public Schools
spokesperson John Torre said
Monday, “They are having outdoor
recess at the school today.”

Animal Services reminds people
if they do see an animal matching
the description: don’t approach it,
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T
he construction on the 95 Express Lanes
is 90 percent complete and on schedule
to open in early January 2015.

While the project is in its final months
of construction, motorists should still expect lane clo-
sures and periodic stoppages on I-95/395 for sign
erection and utility work associated with the express
lanes project.

Motorists travelling in the 29-mile corridor be-
tween Duke Street (Route 236) and Garrisonville
Road (Route 610) can expect to see crews paving,
placing guardrails, grading and seeding, and ITS (fi-

Construction nearly done
on 95 Express Lanes.

ber optic technology for operations) work in prepa-
ration for the lanes opening in early 2015. In late
fall, there will be test vehicles riding on the new lanes,
testing the gantries and E-ZPass detectors in various
places.

All vehicles, except motorcycles and registered
buses, need an E-ZPass or an E-ZPass Flex to use the
express lanes. E-ZPass or E-ZPass Flex can be obtained
at most Division of Motor Vehicles locations, selected
Giant Foods or Wegmans, online, and AAA stores.
For a complete listing and additional E-ZPass info,
go to 95ExpressLanes.com. When the 95 Express
Lanes open, hybrid drivers will no longer be able to
access the HOV lanes for free, they will be required
to pay a toll or have three people in the car.

For more information on the E-ZPass or E-ZPass
Flex, visit www.ezpassva.com/Default.aspx

Nearing Completion

Photo by Trevor Wrayton/VDOT

Looking north on the new ramp to the Fort Belvoir north area, the flyover bridge will be
linked to the existing HOV ramp to allow commuters from the NGA building to access
the southbound 95 Express Lanes in the afternoon, as well as the northbound I-95
general purpose lanes. This ramp will be open when the 95 Express Lanes open in early
2015.

Email announcements to gazette@
connectionnewspapers.com. Photos are
welcome.

Army Pfc. Tre Hughes has gradu-
ated from basic combat training at Fort
Jackson, Columbia, S.C. Hughes is the
son of Kristen Hughes and step-son of
Patrick Hyman and a 2010 graduate of
Mount Vernon High School.

Raquese L. Harris, an Army Re-
serve Officers’ Training Corps cadet at
Marshall University, Huntington, WVa.,
has graduated from the Leader Develop-
ment and Assessment Course at Fort
Knox, Ky. Cadets usually attend this
course between their junior and senior
years of college, and they must complete
the course to qualify for commissioning.
Harris is the father of Adrien Harris of
Alexandria and a 2011 graduate of
Mount Vernon High School.

Military Notes

Hike
Jog

Swim Pla
y

Awesome daily small group adventures in fresh air
& open spaces for puppies to seniors. Includes pick-

up/drop-off. Please call for free consultation!
Linda at 703-650-5115 • www.fundogfitness.com

Awesome daily small group adventures in fresh air
& open spaces for puppies to seniors. Includes pick-

up/drop-off. Please call for free consultation!
Linda at 703-650-5115 • www.fundogfitness.com

Fun Dog FitnessFun Dog Fitness

For more information: www.RexReiley.com
Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

703-768-7730
rex.reiley@rmxtalk.com

Rex Reiley
RE/MAX Allegiance

Alex./Yacht Haven $634,900
4426 Neptune Drive

Fabulous 4-level updated split
with 2-car garage in prestigious
waterfront community of Yacht
Haven. 4 large spacious bed-
rooms – remodeled kitchen
w/ceramic tile, granite & SS
appliances. Refinished hdwd
floors, freshly painted interior –
3 full updated baths – beautiful

sun room overlooks lovely fenced back yard. Walk to fantastic
marina, club house and pool. Outstanding value in a great community.

Alex./Riverside Estates  $2,695
8318 Orange Court

Available August 31. Beautiful 4 bed-
room, 3.5 bath Colonial with Carport in
wonderful Mt. Vernon Community. 3
finished levels. Newer kitchen and
baths, gleaming hardwood floors,
screened porch, deck, large corner lot.
Separate laundry and storage rooms.

Scenic commute along G.W. Pkwy and Potomac River – 5 minutes to Ft. Belvoir, 15
to Old Town, Alex, 35 to Pentagon/D.C. – Walk to Elementary and High Schools.

R
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L

Alex./Yacht Haven $859,900
4505 Dolphin Lane

4,000 sq ft of renovated luxury in
this 5 BR/4 BA Split – Updates:
Kitchen, all 4 baths, spectacular
cherry hdwd floors – Great rm
opens to beautiful sun rm addition
which opens to spectacular 35K
deck which overlooks unbelievable
custom landscaped back yard.
House designed for independent

living on either level. Two updated HVAC systems plus tankless HWH –
the list goes on and on. Nothing better in all of Mt. Vernon!

Alex./Riverwood $699,700
3801 Riverwood Road

Incredible value for beautiful
home in prestigious River-
wood. Meticulously maintained.
Newly remodeled kit w/granite
counters & double oven.
Updated baths, 3 fpls, freshly
painted interior, newly refin-
ished hardwood floors. Huge 2-

car garage. Finished basement w/great workshop and storage.
Lovely yard. Walk to Mt. Vernon Estate – minutes to Ft. Belvoir.
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Alex./Eastgate $551,600
4402 Blyth Place

Beautiful 4 BR, 3 BA, 2-level brick
rambler, w/carport & front porch,
remodeled top to bottom – located
in wonderful Mt. Vernon on a cul-
de-sac. Stunning living room, spa-
cious & open, w/wall of Anderson
glass doors & windows opening to
the deck & overlooking the patio

& gorgeous backyard. Over 100k in upgrades & improvements in the
last 5 years. Minutes to Ft. Belvoir & Mt. Vernon Estate. MUST SEE!

Alex./Riverwood $798,000
3716 Carriage House Court
Spectacular 6 BR/3.5 BA Colonial in
Prestigious Waterfront Community of
Riverwood. 4,000+ sq ft of remodeled
living space. Loaded with upgrades,
must see to believe, plus a beautiful In-
Law Suite on main level. Stunning hdwd
floors, light and bright w/great flow –
perfect for entertaining. Quiet, private

w/absolutely incredible landscaping. Classy, spacious and TLC! 5 minutes to Ft.
Belvoir, 15 mins to Old Town Alex, 25 mins to Ntl Airport. Mt. Vernon’s Finest!
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Don’t Discount
Hybla Valley
PTO
To the Editor:

Recently, I read an article in your
paper by Del. Scott Surovell en-
titled “Children’s Issues Dominate
Hispanic Town Hall” (Aug. 21-27,
2014). Delegate Surovell mentions
that parents in the Hybla Valley
community raised concerns about
the fact that Hybla Valley Elemen-
tary School does not have a PTA.

Mr. Surovell is correct that the
school does not have a Parent
Teacher Association. However,
Hybla Valley does have a PTO, or
Parent Teacher Organization. Ba-
sically this means that we have an
organization that brings parent
and teachers together without the
expense of paying dues to a na-
tional association.

As a recent leader of the organi-
zation at Hybla Valley, I assure you
that the organization at Hybla Val-
ley is alive and well. Every year,
we have several fundraisers in
which our parents and teachers
collaborate to raise money for this
wonderful school. One of our big-
gest events is the Fall Festival that
we hold every October. The event
provides a safe evening of fun for
our families and staff members’
families to enjoy games, face-
painting and dance contests to
celebrate the fall season. Teachers,
parents and students not only par-
ticipate in the activities at the

event; they also help with the set-
up before and clean-up after the
event.

Throughout the year, we have
additional activities such as His-
panic Bingo Night, Movie Night
and spirit wear sales to raise
money for the school. I was disap-
pointed to read that our hard work
for our school was falsely dis-
counted in your recent article. I
hope that this letter will clear up
any confusion or doubt that Hybla
Valley is actively engaging the
families and staff members of the
school.

Kelly Matthews
Hybla Valley Parent and Teacher

Organization Member
Hybla Valley Special Education

Instructional Assistant

Record-Breaking
Generosity
To The Editor:

The following open letter is
addressed to all area residents

This wonderful community
overwhelmed us with its support
on Saturday. Our West Potomac
performing arts students (254 of
them) knocked on your doors, and
you answered with smiles and
checks. The result? A record-
breaking donation total of more
than $27,000 that will have a tre-
mendous effect on our programs.

On behalf of all of the West
Potomac kids in band, choir, gui-

Letters to the Editor

tar, orchestra and theatre … thank
you for your extraordinary show
of community spirit. We’ll be able
to afford instruments, costumes,
uniforms, props, travel expenses ...
all of the things we need to give
these students a truly enriching
experience.

We hope you’ve got your tag up
on the refrigerator, and that you’ll
come enjoy some of our concerts,
plays, shows and competitions.
Our students are eager to show
you all what they’re learning.

The West Potomac
Performing Arts Directors

P.S. If we missed you on Satur-
day, it’s not too late! You can click
the “Donations” button at
www.wolverineband.org to give to

the Tag Day fund, which is split
between the five performing arts
groups. Or you can mail in a check
made out to WPBPO to West
Potomac at 6500 Quander Road,
Alexandria, VA 22307.

Freedom
Requires
Vigilance
To the Editor:

John Glaser is at it again in com-
menting on my letter to the editor
regarding freedoms [“Freedom of
Speech,” Mount Vernon Gazette,
Sept. 11]. He states that the First
Amendment of the U.S. Constitu

Photo Contributed

Tag Day collected more than $27,000 in donations to the
West Potomac performing arts programs.

Opinion

By Gerry Connolly

U.S. Representative (D-11)

T
his month marks the 20th anniver-
sary of the Violence Against Women
Act (VAWA) – landmark legislation
in which our nation committed new

prevention and response resources so
that our mothers, daughters, sisters,
and friends would no longer have to
suffer in silence through domestic
abuse.

Though meaningful progress has been real-
ized, domestic violence continues to be a real
and troubling challenge in our communities.
Far too many of us have been touched by do-
mestic violence in one way or another. Accord-
ing to the National Coalition Against Domestic
Violence, an estimated 1.3 million women are
victims each year, and one in every four women
will experience such violence in their lifetime.

Just last year, Turning Points, the only do-
mestic violence intervention program in Prince
William County, served 6,000 clients. In Fairfax
County there were more than 8,000 incidents
reported, and we have seen a 40 percent in-
crease in homelessness due to domestic vio-
lence.

This is why I was so disappointed when the
House Republican majority blocked a biparti-
san modernization of VAWA for 18 months
before relenting last year. The Senate passed
the bill in a strong and bipartisan 78-22 vote,
but some House Republicans objected because
they did not want to extend protections to

Native Americans, LGBT Americans,
and immigrants. Thankfully, House
leadership finally put aside this ob-
structionism and ultimately allowed

the House to pass the improved VAWA bill,
which I and an overwhelming number of
Democrats supported.

Thanks to VAWA, we have strengthened and
expanded critical protections for all victims of
domestic violence and enhanced our nation’s
criminal justice response. Specifically, VAWA
has instituted stricter sentencing guidelines for
repeat federal sex crime offenders and pro-
vided resources to tribal, local, and state law

enforcement communities to address violent
crimes against women. In addition, VAWA
funds specialized training for 500,000 law en-
forcement officers, prosecutors, judges, and
other personnel every year. The National Do-
mestic Violence Hotline, which responds to
more than 22,000 urgent calls for help every
month, also was created under VAWA.

The updated VAWA is renewing our success-
ful partnerships with local nonprofits and law
enforcement agencies. It is improving protec-
tions for underserved communities, particu-
larly immigrants and victims of human traf-
ficking. And of particular importance for help-
ing victims through the recovery process, the
new bill is expanding housing assistance and
providing support regardless of sexual orien-
tation.

Sadly, recent events in the news demonstrate
that although we have made great progress,
as a community we must remain vigilant in
protecting those threatened by domestic vio-
lence. Please know that I will continue to push
Congress to maintain and expand the invest-
ments needed to support these critical pro-
grams in our community and continue to be a
voice of support to those who might otherwise
not speak up for themselves.

September marks 20th

Anniversary of Violence
Against Women Act.

Protecting Against Domestic Violence

Commentary
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THURSDAY/SEPT. 18
Prayer Vigil for Hannah

Graham. 7 p.m. at Aldersgate
UMC, 1301 Collingwood Road.
There will be a brief prayer vigil
for missing UVA student and West
Potomac High School grad,
Hannah Elizabeth Graham, at
Aldersgate. All in the community
are invited to participate.

TUESDAY/SEPT. 23
Long Term Care, A Social and

Family Challenge. 10:30 a.m.
at Sherwood Regional Library,
2511 Sherwood Hall Lane.
Presented by AARP, sponsored by
Mount Vernon At Home. RSVP at
703-303-4060 or
info@mountvernonathome.org.

WEDNESDAY/SEPT. 24
Teens Invited to Explore Police

Careers. 6 p.m. West Potomac
High School Auditorium, 6500
Quander Road, Alexandria.
Informational meeting for teens
who have considered a career in
law enforcement and their
parents. Explorers serve police
departments and their
communities, practice skills and
gain experience in fingerprinting,
processing crime scenes, staffing
special events and helping officers
spread the word about safety and
crime prevention. No need to
RSVP. Visit
fcpdnews.wordpress.com/2014/
08/26/teens-invited-to-explore-
police-careers/ for more.

SATURDAY/OCT. 11
Office Hours. 12:30-2:30 p.m. at

the Sherwood Regional Library,
Conference Room 3. Dan Storck,

Mount Vernon District School Board
Member for Fairfax County Public
Schools, will host Saturday
community office hours. Members of
the community are invited to stop by
to ask questions or to discuss
concerns, no appointment necessary.
Contact Dan Storck at
Dan.Storck@fcps.edu for more.

TUESDAY/OCT. 14
NOVA Registration Closes.

Registration for Northern Virginia
Community College’s second 8-week
term closes. Classes begin Oct. 15.
Visit www.nvcc.edu or visit campuses
in Alexandria, Annandale, Loudoun,
Manassas, Springfield and
Woodbridge. Call 703-323-3000 for
more.

THURSDAY-FRIDAY/OCT. 16-17
Mental Health First Aid. 8:30 a.m.-

1:30 p.m. at the South County
Center, 8350 Richmond Hwy. Public
education program from the Fairfax-
Falls Church Community Services
Board Wellness and Health
Promotion. Over a two-day course,
certified instructors help people learn
to assist someone developing or
experiencing a mental health
problem or crisis. $25. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/hscode/ereg/
Registration.aspx?groupID=47.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Mount Vernon At Home is a non-

profit organization that relies on
volunteer time to assist older adults
aging in place in their homes.
Volunteers are needed for local
transportation to medical and
personal appointments, errands, and
grocery store trips; light handyman

chores and home technology to
name just a few. No minimum
number of volunteer hours are
required. Call Mount Vernon At
Home 703-303-4060 or e-mail
info@mountvernonathome.org to
learn more. Visit
www.mountvernonathome.org for
more.

Volunteer Advocates for
Nursing Home & Assisted
Living Residents needed
throughout Northern Virginia.
Contact the Northern Virginia
Long-Term Care Ombudsman
Program at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dfs/
olderadultservices/
ltcombudsman/, email or email
Lisa.Callahan@fairfaxcounty.gov
or call 703-324-5861, TTY 711.

The Adult Day Health Care
Centers need marketing
assistants. For these and other
volunteer opportunities, call 703-
324-5406, TTY 711 or visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
olderadults and click on Volunteer
Solutions.

On-Call IT Specialists to help
older adults and adults with
disabilities with basic computer
issues. Schedule is flexible. For
these and other volunteer
opportunities, call 703-324-5406,
TTY 711 or visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
olderadults and click on Volunteer
Solutions.

Fairfax County needs volunteers to
drive older adults to medical
appointments and wellness
programs. Call 703-324-5406,
TTY 711, visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
olderadults and link to Volunteer
Solutions or e- mail
VolunteerSolutions@fairfaxcounty.gov.

Email announcements to gazette@connectionnewspapers.com. Include date, time,
location, description and contact for event: phone, email and/or website. Photos and
artwork welcome. Deadline is Thursday at noon, at least two weeks before event.

Bulletin Board

Write
The Gazette welcomes views on

any public issue.
The deadline for all material is
noon Friday. Letters must be
signed. Include home address

and home and business numbers.
Letters are routinely edited for
libel, grammar, good taste and

factual errors.
Send to:

Letters to the Editor
The Gazette

1606 King St.
Alexandria VA 22314
Call: 703-917-6444.

By e-mail:
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com

Opinion

By Tamara Derenak Kaufax

Chairman, Fairfax County School

Board

I
 am honored to have the opportunity
to serve as the chairman of Fairfax
County School Board for the 2014-
15 school year. My colleagues on the

board and I – working closely with our su-
perintendent, Dr. Karen Garza –
have an ambitious agenda for the
year ahead. Our top priority re-
mains adequate funding for our
schools at both the state and county levels.
State support for education remains at un-
acceptable levels and we will continue to
work with our county Board of Supervisors
to provide our schools with an adequate
level of financial support when the state fails
to do its job. As a consensus builder, I will
continue to urge the School Board to work
in partnership with the Board of Supervi-
sors to find solutions to our budget dilemma.

We have already taken steps to build a
stronger relationship with the Board of Su-
pervisors. This past year, Dr. Garza provided
a new level of transparency in the budget
process by meeting with the Board of Su-
pervisors and other community leaders, con-
ducting listening tours in each of the mag-
isterial districts, and developing the Citizens

Guide to Understanding the Budget, all of
which were well received by the supervisors
and the community. Our boards have already
met jointly in September to outline our fis-
cal forecasts. In addition, we have estab-
lished the Joint Budget Development Com-
mittee composed of three supervisors and
three School Board members. The commit-
tee will review budget factors impacting Fis-

cal Year 2016 and provide guid-
ance to both boards. The commit-
tee will deliver a report to both
boards before the County Execu-

tive presents his Advertised Budget and be-
fore the superintendent presents her Pro-
posed Budget in early 2015. Last year, the
county and School Board created the joint
Infrastructure Financing Committee to re-
view the facilities needs of both FCPS and
the county. The committee report released
earlier this year resulted in an additional $13
million that will be invested each year be-
ginning in FY 2016 for school infrastructure
upgrades. I will continue to encourage this
kind of collaboration to build trust and re-
alistic expectations for the supervisors, the
school board, and the community.

In the next few weeks we plan to make a
final decision regarding school start times
for the 2015-16 school year. Superintendent
Garza made her recommendation to the

board at a meeting in early September. We
will provide the community with sufficient
time to comment on the proposal before we
take final action at our Oct. 23 meeting. As
you may recall, the School Board adopted
a resolution in April 2012 with the stated
goal to start high schools after 8 a.m. The
board subsequently hired Children’s Na-
tional Medical Center to serve as consult-
ants to develop a plan to achieve that goal.
CNMC developed four options. Those op-
tions were taken to the community in a se-
ries of eight public meetings held in May
and June. After analyzing the feedback from
parents and the community, CNMC made
their recommendation and, based on school
board direction, Option 3 is the framework
being used to develop a final recommenda-
tion for school board consideration. I invite
you to learn more at www.fcps.edu.

Other new initiatives include the FCPS
Portrait of a Graduate, which will serve as
a foundation on which to build a long-range
strategic plan for FCPS. Once a strategic
plan is in place with a direct and clear vi-
sion for our schools, our work will be very
focused and the outcome will be improved
student achievement for every student.

We have had great success with our
launch of full day Mondays for our elemen-
tary students. The community is very sup-

portive of the change which will increase
instructional time for students and dedi-
cated planning time for teachers. Beginning
this school year, we also have a new stan-
dard school calendar in place that elimi-
nates the need to make up inclement
weather days at the end of the school year,
if fewer than 13 days are missed.

The Bailey’s Upper Elementary School for
the Arts and Sciences opened Sept. 2 with
a community ribbon-cutting celebration
scheduled for Oct. 15. This new school was
converted from a five-story office building
on Leesburg Pike and will solve the over-
crowding problems that have plagued
Bailey’s Elementary School for the Arts and
Sciences. Under the leadership of one prin-
cipal, the new campus houses grades 3-5
while the existing campus remains home to
preschoolers through second graders.

The start of a new school year is always
an exciting time for students, parents and
teachers. As chairman, I pledge to maintain
and build upon the excellence for which our
schools are known. Working with our state
elected officials, supervisors, superinten-
dent and other stakeholders, I am confident
that we can solve our most pressing prob-
lems while continuing to offer a world-class
education for our families. Have a safe and
productive school year.

School Board Ready to Tackle Fiscal Challenges

Commentary

Letters

From Page 6

tion has exceptions to it such as
someone yelling fire in a theater
and causing panic and I shouldn’t
rely too much on the constitu-
tional amendment protecting free
speech and freedom of religion.

If John Glaser is correct about
the First Amendment as he de-
scribes, why are there lawsuits
filed as violations of the U.S. Con-
stitution, for example, against the
Obamacare mandate for organiza-
tions to provide free contraception
to employees regardless to their
religious beliefs that was struck
down by the Supreme Court as un-
constitutional, other lawsuits to
stop IRS from targeting selected

groups or organizations that dis-
agree with the current administra-
tion and more lawsuits will follow
if IRS continues its effort to im-
pose speech code on churches.

The U.S. Constitution is a fixed
document, unless amended, that
has been in effect for over 200
years and has been an excellent
protector of free speech, freedom
of religion among the mandated
protected rights. Senator Harry
Reid, during the week beginning
Sept. 8, pushed to pass a constitu-
tional amendment so Congress
could tell people what is accept-
able political speech. But, the at-
tempt to pass it that failed. If
passed the amendment would
have overturned the First Amend-
ment protection of free speech as
interpreted by the U.S. Supreme
Court according to one news re-
port.

That failure shows that despite
exceptions here and there to the
First Amendment by court action,
mandated free speech and religion
constitutional amendment still
stands as the supreme law of the
land for the benefit of all Ameri-
cans. Without freedoms we have
nothing. So let’s be vigilant and do
whatever we can to preserve these
precious freedoms provided in the
U.S. Constitution.

Frank Medico
Mount Vernon
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Entertainment
Email announcements to gazette@

connectionnewspapers.com. Include date,
time, location, description and contact for
event: phone, email and/or website. Pho-
tos and artwork welcome. Deadline is
Thursday at noon, at least two weeks be-
fore event.

ONGOING
Doggy Happy Hours. 5-8 p.m. at

Jackson 20 and Hotel Monaco
Alexandria, 480 King St. Thursdays
during the summer. Free, drinks sold
separately. Treats and water for dogs,
with pet boutique and service
vendors. Portions of proceeds benefit
People. Animals. Love. Visit
www.Monaco-Alexandria.com/
alexandria-hotel/doggy-happy-
hour.html.

Art Exhibit. Through Sept. 21 at The
Athenaeum, 201 Prince Street.
“Influence and Inspiration: The Art
League Faculty Celebrates 60 Years.”
Exhibit showcases Washington Color
School Artists to present League
faculty. Reception Sunday, Sept. 7
from 4-6 p.m. Exhibit open
Thursdays and Fridays noon-4 p.m.,
Saturdays 1-4 p.m., Sundays noon-4
p.m., and closed Mondays-
Wednesdays. Visit
www.theartleague.org/content/
influence_inspiration or call 703-683-
1780 for more.

\Influence and Inspiration in
Alexandria Exhibition. Open
through Sept. 21. Thursday, Friday
and Sunday noon-4 p.m. Saturdays
from 1-4 p.m. The Athenaeum, 201
Prince Street, Alexandria. Influence
and Inspiration in Alexandria:
Highlights from Art League’s Finest
Teaching Faculty Over 60 Years. Call
703 548 0035 or visit www.nvfaa.org
for more.

Alexandra Banned Books Week.
Through Saturday, Sept. 27 at Kate
Waller Barrett Branch Library, 717
Queen St. Banned Books Quiz and
Giveaway. Free. Visit
www.alexandria.lib.va.us for more.

“Metamorphosis” Juried Art
Exhibit. Runs Friday, Oct. 3 through
Sunday, Nov. 2, Thursday noon-6
p.m., Friday and Saturday noon-9
p.m., Sunday noon-6 p.m. Reception
Friday, Oct. 3, 7-9 p.m. Del Ray
Artisans Gallery.Transformative art
embodying ’change’. Visit
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org.

Art Display. Through Oct. 5 at
Margaret W. and Joseph L. Fisher Art
Gallery,Northern Virginia Community
College. Electronic Aesthetics by
sculptor Eric Celarier and painter
Glen Kessler will be on display, and
viewing is free and open to the
public. Open Friday-Sunday 10 a.m.-
4 p.m.

Exhibition of New York. Through
Oct. 12 at 105 N Union St. studio
312. View work by French
impressionist Danny Conant and
Shadow Series by E. E. McCollum.
Open daily 11 a.m.-5 p.m and
Thursdays 2-9 p.m. Call 703-683-
2205 for more.

Hacking Objects of Desire. Through
Oct.19 in the Target Gallery.
Norwegian Sámi artists Joar Nango,
Silje Figenschou Thoresen,and
Sigbjørn Skåden examine pertinent
questions about commercialism and
globalism.

Saving Mount Vernon. Saturdays and
Sundays through Oct. 26. 3:30 p.m.
at George Washington’s Mount
Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon
Memorial Highway. Visit the rarely
seen basement and wander the
historic area to learn the heroics of
the estates caretakers. $5 in addition
to estate admission. Visit
www.mountvernon.org/ for more.

Through My Eyes. Saturdays and
Sundays through Oct. 26. 1:30 p.m.
at George Washington’s Mount
Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon
Memorial Highway. Join people from

Washington’s world as they go about
their daily activities, making several
stops along the way. $5 in addition
to estate admission. Visit
www.mountvernon.org/ for more.

Art Exhibit. Through Oct. 26 at the
Vola Lawson Animal Shelter, 101
Eisenhower Ave. “All Creatures Great
and Small” is an animal themed,
fundraising exhibit. Both nonprofit
organizations receive a percentage of
each sale. Monday-Thursday, noon-7
p.m. and Saturday-Sunday, noon-5
p.m. Visit TheDelRayArtisans.org/
AWLA for more.

National Treasure Tour. Through
Oct. 31. 1-3 p.m. at George
Washington’s Mount Vernon, 3200
Mount Vernon Memorial Highway. A
tour dedicated to the behind the
scenes filming of “National Treasure
2: Book of Secrets.” $5 in addition to
estate admission. Visit
www.mountvernon.org/ for more.

Art Exhibit. Through Oct. 31 at at
Prudential PenFed Realty, 300 N
Washington St., Suite 100 The
artwork of Wendy Band, Sharon Frey
and Linda Lowery in the small group
show: “Three Artists, Three Visions”
will be displayed. Monday-Friday, 9
a.m.-5 p.m. Vist
TheDelRayArtisans.org/
PrudentialPenFed for more.

New Exhibit. Mount Vernon invites
visitors to explore George
Washington’s design for the grounds
of his estate, through a new
exhibition, “Gardens & Groves:
George Washington’s Landscape” at
Mount Vernon through Jan. 12,
2016. Gardens & Groves is the first
museum exhibition to focus
specifically on Washington’s
landmark achievements as a
landscape designer combining rarely-
seen original documents, artwork,
and books with period garden tools,
landscape photography, and a scale
model of the Mount Vernon estate.
Included in admission $18/adult;
$17/senior citizen; $9/child age 6-
11; children under 5 are free. Visit
www.mountvernon.org for more.

Alexandria Cars & Coffee invites car
enthusiasts to meet for coffee at
Hollin Hall Shopping Center in front
of Roseina’s, 1307 Shenandoah Road.
Owners of classic cars, hot rods,
exotic cars, motorcycles and more
meet to share car stories and drink
coffee. Group meets the first Sunday
of every month. 8:30-11 a.m.

Fifty Years of Collecting. Tuesday-
Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sundays
noon to 5 p.m. Fort Ward Museum
4301 West Braddock Road. An
anniversary exhibit of objects from
the Fort Ward collection. Free. Visit
www.fortward.org or call 703-746-
4848.

Dinner for the Washingtons. Noon
at George Washington’s Mount
Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon
Memorial Highway. A walking tour
that goes behind the scenes to find
out how food was prepared and
served before the era of microwaves
and TV dinners. $5 in addition to
estate admission. Visit
www.mountvernon.org/ for more.

Second Thursday Music.
Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. 7 pm.
Second Thursday of every month.
Visit nvfaa.org to view concert
calendar and listen to upcoming
Second Thursday Music artists.

Art Exhibition. through Jan 2. at 1717
King St. and 300 S. Washington St.
BB&T Bank is proud to host an
exhibition of portraits of African
American and women Living Legends
of Alexandria at its Old Town
branches.Monday- Thursday 9 a.m- 5
p.m. and Fridays 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. Visit
www.AlexandriaLegends.com.

CAMPS, CLASSES & WORKSHOPS
Creating and Portraying a Living

History Character. This four-part

workshop taught by an experienced
first-person interpreter will
demonstrate how to research and
develop a first-person character,
select appropriate period clothes,
offer practice sessions in character,
and provide an opportunity (and
goal) to step out onto the “stage”
during Gadsby’s Tavern Museum’s
2014 Candlelight Tour Program.
Meant for beginners, participation in
all four classes is recommended.
Classes are held at Gadsby’s Tavern
Museum, 134 N. Royal Street 2-4
p.m. on Sundays, Oct. 5, Nov. 2, and
Dec. 7. Cost is $40 for the series, $12
per class as space allows; tickets must
be purchased in advance either
through the online shop at http://
shop.alexandriava.gov or by calling
703-746-4242. Visit
www.gadsbystavern.org for more.

Sewing Classes. Introduction to
Machine Sewing for Kids —
Thursday, Sept. 25, 4:15-5:45 p.m.
and Saturday, Sept. 27, 10-11:30
a.m.; Sewn Collage for Kids —
Thursdays through Oct.23, 4:15-5:45
p.m. or Saturdays through Oct. 25,
10-11:30 a.m.; Sewn 3-D Creations
for Kids — Thursdays, Nov. 6-20 or
Saturdays, Nov. 8-22, 10-11:30 a.m.
Visit www.artatthecenter.org/
registration-fall2014.htm to register.

Photography Workshop. 10:30 a.m.-
noon at Multiple Exposures Gallery
on 105 N. Union St. Photographers
and enthusiasts of all skill levels are
invited to share work, ideas, and
questions at this free workshop held
on the last Sunday of each month,
except December. No reservations.
Call 703-683-2205.

Life Drawing. Del Ray Artisans offers a
range of open life drawing sessions
for anyone to develop life-drawing
skills further. Just drop-in for the
session and bring your supplies to
draw or paint our live models. Fee
ranges from $8-$12. All skill levels
are welcome. Del Ray Artisans is
located at 2704 Mount Vernon Ave.
Visit www.TheDelRayArtisans.org for
a schedule.

THROUGH NOV. 21
Young at Art. Durant Arts Center,

1605 Cameron St. An exhibit for
artists who are 55 or older. Free. Call
703-836-4414 or 703-824-1345 for
more.

TUESDAY/SEPT. 2-SUNDAY/OCT. 12
Photography Exhibit. Opening

Reception on Sunday, Sept. 7, 2-4
p.m. Gallery Hours 11 a.m.-5 p.m.
daily and 2-9 p.m. on Thursdays at
Multiple Exposures Gallery, Torpedo
Factory Art Center #312, 105 N.
Union St. E.E. McCollum will be
showing images from his “Shadow
Series” and Danny Conant will be
showing “French Impressions.” Visit
www.dannyconant.com or
www.eemccollum.com for more.

THURSDAY-SATURDAY/SEPT. 4-27
Banned Books Exchange. At the

Athenaeum, 201 Prince St.
Drop off a book that has been banned or

challenged. Let’s keep banned books
circulating — it’s a great way to fight
censorship. Take a book — read what
they don’t want you to read. Not sure
what books have been banned? Visit
www.ala.org/bbooks/
bannedbooksweek. free and open to
the public. Call 703-548-0035 or visit
www.nvfaa.org.

FRIDAY-SUNDAY/SEPT. 5-OCT. 5
Electronic Athletics. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

Opening reception is Sept. 6, 4-6
p.m. Schlesinger Center, Margaret W.
& Joseph L. Fisher Gallery, 4915 East
Campus Lane. Exhibit of artwork by
Eric Celarier and Glen Kessler. Free.
Visit https://www.nvcc.edu/
schlesingercenter/calendar.html.

Live Music. 7:30 p.m. at the
Birchmere, 3701 Mount Vernon Ave.
Euge Groove performs live. $39.50.
Visit www.birchmere.com or
www.eugegroove.com.

SEPT. 9-OCT. 14
Art Gallery. 10 a.m.-5 p.m at Studio

18 of the Torpedo Factory, 105 N
Union St. In “Architectural
Interpretation,” artists create fiber art
inspired by architecture. Free. Visit
www.Potomacfiberartsgallery.com.

SATURDAY-WEDNESDAY/SEPT. 13-24
Senior Olympics. 19 locations.

Participants must be 50 years old by
Dec. 30, 2014. Deadline to register is
Aug. 29 by mail, and Sept. 5 online.
Registration is $12, additional fees
may apply. To find a location and
register, visit a local senior center, or
visit www.nvso.us.

THURSDAY-SUNDAY/SEPT.18-20
Scavenger Hunt.Visit all of the Old

Town Boutique District stores and get
your passport stamped to receive
your goodies and a chance to win big
prizes. Vist www.oldtownboutique
district.com for more.

THURSDAY/SEPT. 18
Patriot Day Golf Classic. 9 a.m.-5

p.m. at Belle Haven Country Club,
6023 Fort Hunt Road. Proceeds
benefit Fort Belvoir Wounded
Warrior Program and Camp Freedom
Ranch. Contact 703-329-1448 for
more.

Ford Evening Book Talks. 7 p.m. at
George Washington’s Mount Vernon,
3200 Mount Vernon Ave. A book talk
that features authors and historians
discussing their latest books about
George Washington and the nation’s
founding era. Space is limited and
registration is required. Free and
open to the public. Visit
www.mountvernon.org/ for more.

Live Music. 7:30 p.m. at the
Birchmere, 3701 Mount Vernon Ave.
Gary Puckett & the Union Gap
performs live. $35. Visit

Port City Playhouse Presents ”Black Hole”
“Black Hole,” Port City Playhouse’s drama about family relationships, written by
local playwright Jean Koppen, continues its run at the Convergence Lab theatre,
1819 N. Quaker Lane, Alexandria, VA, 22302. Performances are at 8 p.m., Friday-
Saturday, September 19-20 and 26-27, and Tuesday, September 23; and 2 p.m.,
Saturday, September 20 and 27. Reservations at www.portcityplayhouse.org.
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Entertainment

By Carolyn Griffin

MetroStage, Producing Artistic Director

T
hirty years and counting and the Bradshaw
sistahs are returning to our stage to help us
celebrate with our production of “Three

Sistahs. Three powerhouse singers –two are Helen
Hayes Award-winning actors, the third a newcomer
just off a national tour. Original music that covers
many genres, portraying beautiful harmonies and
emotions showcase the music of the very original

Helen Hayes Award-winning composer
William Hubbard.

“Three Sistahs” features Bernardine
Mitchell, who won the Helen Hayes
Award when she channeled Mahalia

Jackson on our stage; Roz White, with a Helen Hayes
Award and multiple nominations, who has been seen
at MetroStage in many acclaimed productions, in-
cluding “Gee’s Bend” where she was nominated for a
Helen Hayes Award for Lead Actress; and the very
gifted Ashley Ware Jenkins, who has joined the ranks
of the professional actor, earning her Equity card with
this production. It is a musical written and directed
by Atlanta based Thomas W. Jones II, an Artistic As-
sociate here at MetroStage, who has brought so many
of his original pieces to our stage over the past 12
years. And, as always, William Knowles, composer,
arranger, pianist, conductor will be leading our mu-
sicians as they fill the house with Hubbard’s music.

“Three Sistahs,” which takes place in Washington,
D.C., in 1969, addresses universal issues confront-
ing family, parent and sibling relationships and con-
tinues to be remarkably timely. The sistahs have re-

turned to the family home for the funeral of their
brother, a casualty of the Vietnam War. Sadly today
we are still dealing with war casualties and cities
burning in response to racial issues. And the inevi-
table challenges of growing up and navigating the
dangerous waters of life continue.

MetroStage was founded in 1984 as American
Showcase Theatre Company by Jill Kamp and has
been “trading as” MetroStage since the early ’90s,
“showcasing” artists, original work and music, the
foundation of what we do. We are committed to
bringing work to our audiences that will enrich their
lives, touch their hearts and entertain their souls.
For 30 years our mission has been to bring the most
gifted artists to our stage and give patrons an expe-
rience that will make them think, feel, and contem-
plate life and its many challenges. As long as they
are still talking about the production the next morn-
ing, we have done our job.

The Sistahs Are Back on Stage

Roz White, Bernardine Mitchell and
Ashley Ware Jenkins star in MetroStage’s
“Three Sistahs.”

Notes

from the

Producer

P
h
o

t
o

 
b
y
 
C

h
r
i
s
 
B
a
n

k
s



14  ❖  Mount Vernon Gazette  ❖  September 18-24, 2014 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Entertainment

www.birchmere.com or
www.garypuckettmusic.com.

FRIDAY/SEPT.19
Outdoor Movie Night. 8 p.m. at John

Carlyle Park, 300 John Carlyle St.
Free screening of the Lego Movie.
Free popcorn and water will be
available and guests may bring a
picnic dinner. Bring blankets or low
beach chairs to sit on. Contact 703-
746-5592 or visit
www.alexandriava.gov/recreation for
more.

FRIDAY-SATURDAY/SEPT. 19-20
The Miracle League Games. Friday 6

p.m. and Saturday 1 p.m. at the
Kelley Cares Miracle Baseball Field
located at the Lee Center. This league
provides any young or adult with
mental or physical challenges with
the opportunity to play at their own
pace. Call 703-746-5402 or visit
www.miracleleagueofalexandria.com.

Live Music. 7:30 p.m. at the
Birchmere, 3701 Mount Vernon Ave.
The Wailin’ Jennys. $39.50. Visit
www.thewailinjennys.com or
www.birchmere.com or call 703-549-
7500.

SATURDAY/SEPT. 20
Art and Craft Fair. 10 a.m.-3 p.m. at

St. James’ Episcopal Church of Mount
Vernon, 5614 Old Mill Road. The Art
and Craft Fair offers a wide variety of
art and crafts from a variety of local
and regional artists and vendors, plus
food and fun for the whole family.
Visit www.stjamesmv.org or call 703-
780-3081.

Historical Discussion. 10 a.m.-noon.
at Alexandria Archaeology Museum,

105 N. Union St. Jay Roberts will
discuss the visit Frederick Douglass
made to Alexandria on Sept. 24,
1894. Call 703-746-4399 for more.

Living Legends Theater Night at
MetroStage. 7 p.m. reception, 8
p.m. play, at MetroStage, 1201 N.
Royal St., in North Old Town. In
observation of the 50th anniversary
of the Civil Rights Act, the occasion
will honor those Living Legends of
Alexandria who played key roles in
fostering civil rights in Alexandria in
the ’60s. The play, “Three Sistahs” is
an elegant, intimate musical which
exposes the souls of three strong
women as they reflect the promise of
the future while revealing the pain of
the present and their regrets of the
past. $75 (tickets held at door).
Purchase tickets at
llatheatrenight.eventbrite.com.

Live Music: Slaid Cleaves. 7 p.m. at
St. Aidan’s Episcopal Church, 8531
Riverside Road, between Fort Hunt
Road and Route 1. Focus Music in
Mount Vernon presents Americana/
folk singer-songwriter Slaid Cleaves,
with Mary Gordon Hall. Tickets are
$20 general, $18 in advance at
www.focusmusic.org.

SATURDAY-SUNDAY/SEPT. 20-21
Mount Vernon Marketplace. 9 a.m.-

5 p.m. 3200 Mount Vernon Memorial
Highway, Mount Vernon. Visit a
recreation of an early American
marketplace with crafts,
entertainment and more. Try your
hand at 18th century cricket and
enjoy evening programs. Children $9,
adults $18. Call 703-780-2000; 703-
799-8697 or visit
www.MountVernon.org for more.

SUNDAY/SEPT. 21
Jazz Concert. 4 p.m. at Meade

Memorial Episcopal Church, 322 N.
Alford St. Yvonne Johnson will be
perform for the Jazz at Meade
Concert Series. Johnson, local artist,
pianist, songwriter, was composing
music for local theatres by the age of
fifteen. Johnson will soon be
releasing her new project, “Malcolm’s
Set.” $15. Call 703-549-1334, email
jazzatmeade@meadechurch.org or
visit www.meadechurch.org for
more.

Bellydance Evolution. 7:30 p.m. at
The Birchmere, 3701 Mt Vernon Ave.
Step into the world of Alice in
Wonderland as Bellydance Evolution
brings this classic tale to life through
world fusion and Middle Eastern
dance. Tickets are $29.50 at
www.Ticketmaster.com or 800-745-
3000. Visit
www.BellydanceEvolution.com or
call 818-754-1760.

Alexandria Banned Books Week. 2
p.m. Athenaeum, 201 Prince St.
Dance in the Gallery: Abigail Wallace
Dance. ACW Dances will perform
dances that use selections of banned
books as the audio source. Free. Visit
www.alexandria.lib.va.us for more.

MONDAY/SEPT. 22
Agenda:Alexandria at the

Hermitage. 6:30 p.m. The
Hermitage, 5000 Fairbanks Ave.”Arts
in Alexandria: The Torpedo Factory
and Beyond” with Randy Cohen, Vice
President, Americans for the Arts;
Matthew Stensrud, Chair, Alexandria
Commission for the Arts; and Eric
Wallner, Chief Executive Officer, The
Torpedo Factory Arts Center.
Reception, 6:30; dinner, 6:45 p.m.
Members $37, nonmembers $42.
Program only 7:15, free to members;
$5 for nonmembers. Reservations
required, call Sherry Brown at 703-
548-7089 or email

From Page 12
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Dealers

★ Mount Vernon Antique Center ★
8101 Richmond Hwy., Alexandria

703-619-5100
www.mtvantiques.com

Discover the secret source of many collectors,  dealers,
decorators and shoppers with “good eyes” and great taste.

Large selection of mid-century Danish furniture and teak outdoor furniture!

Follow
us on
Facebook &
Twitter

Exp. 10/31/14

Entertainment

agendaalexandria@aol.com.
Burned and Buried: The Sordid

History of Books. Alexandria
Banned Books Week. 7 p.m.
Athenaeum, 201 Prince Street,
Alexandria. Learn about the origins
of the written word and how far back
it goes. Lecture by historian A. M.
Lauren Hammersen. Free. Visit
www.alexandria.lib.va.us for more.

WEDNESDAY/SEPT. 24
Stop, Drop & Roll. 7 p.m. at Charles

Beatley Central Library, 5005 Duke
St. A performance project for two
groups in an opposing structure of
athletic-inspired movement. Free.
Email janefranklindance@gmail.com.

THURSDAY/SEPT. 25
Live Music. 7:30 p.m. in the Music

Hall at the Birchmere, 3701 Mount
Vernon Ave. Tower of Power. $55.
Visit www.towerofpower.com or
www.Birchmere.com for more.

Banned Book Read-Out. 7 p.m.
Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. The
public is invited to read 5-7 minute
selections from banned or challenged
books. A discussion will follow. Email
admin@nvfaa.org to reserve a spot to
read. Free. www.alexandria.lib.va.us

THURSDAY-SUNDAY/SEPT.25-OCT.5
Arts on the Horizon. 10:30 a.m. The

Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. Imagine a
theatrical world designed especially
for babies and young toddlers to
enjoy, inspired by the wonders of the
rainforest. Whistling flowers, a
clacking caterpillar, and brightly
colored umbrella birds await. Under
the Canopy is a 20-minute,
interactive, nonverbal show geared
for children 0-2 (and their 3-4 year

old pals). Performances are Sept. 25-
26, 28, and Oct. 1-3, 5. Tickets are
$5 for children and adults and can be
purchased online at
www.artsonthehorizon.org or at the
door on the day of the performance.
Call the box office at 703-967-0437.

SATURDAY/SEPT. 27
Community Health Fair. 9 a.m.-3

p.m. at Alfred Street Baptist Church,
301 S. Alfred St. Free Health
screenings available. Call 703-683-
2222 for more.

Costume Symposium. 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
at Gadsby’s Tavern Museum,134
North Royal St. Speakers will explore
the influences on fashion in 1814, the
cut and construction of 1812 military
uniforms, the creation of race based
fashions in the new nation, and a
detailed look at one fashionable
wardrobe. Call 703-746-4242 or visit
www.gadsbystavern.org.

Historic Alexandria Homes
Tour.10 a.m.-3 p.m.The public can
step inside and get a glimpse of six
gorgeous homes and gardens in Old
Town Alexandria, all within walking
distance of one another. Contact 703-
746-3301 or visit www.thetwig.org/
homes-tour for more.

Community Festival. 11 a.m.- 3 p.m.
at Mount Vernon Hospital, 2501
Parkers Lane.A community festival,
will showcase the best schools,
businesses and community groups.
Vist www.mtvernon-leechamber.org.

Historical Tour. 1-4 p.m. at Historic
Huntley, 6918 Harrison Lane. Tour
this unfurnished villa built in 1825
for Thomas Francis Mason, a
grandson of George Mason. Call 703-
768-2525 or vist
www.historichuntley.org for more.

Library Survivor. 2-3:30 p.m.
Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. Part of

Banned Book week, a game in which
to pretend the library is on fire and
the public has to decide which book
gets the last spot on the rescue truck.
Free. www.alexandria.lib.va.us

Live Music. 7:30 at the Birchmere,
3701 Mount Vernon Ave. Maysa
performs. $55.00. Visit
www.maysa.com or
www.birchmere.com for more.

Musical Performance. 8 p.m. at
Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall.
“Dare to Embrace the World”
conducted by Kim Allen Kluge will
feature several symphony
performances. Call 703-548-0885.

SUNDAY/SEPT. 28
Beginner Christmas Cookie

Decorating. 10 a.m. at La Cuisine,
323 Cameron St. Learn how to
decorate, bake and ice cookies from
Katrina Tines. The cost of the class
and materials is $120. Visit
www.lacuisineus.com for more.

Autumn Open House. 1-4 p.m. at
Simpson Park Demonstration
Gardens, 400 East Monroe Ave.
Visitors are invited to drop by and
tour the demonstration gardens.
Native plants and plants for
pollinators will be featured, along
with light snacks and drinks flavored
with herbs from the scented garden.
Visit www.ext.vt.edu for more.

Crave Returns. 7-9:30 p.m. at
Torpedo Factory Art Center, 105.N
Union St. This dinner will connect
innovators with enthusiasts and
supporters to fund new creative
community projects. Visit
torpedofactory.org/crave for more.

Live Music. 7:30 p.m. at the
Birchmere, 3701 Mount Vernon Ave.
Ralph Stanley and the Clinch
Mountain Boys. $35. Visit
www.birchmere.com.
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By Marilyn Campbell

The Gazette

N
oor Naveed immigrated to the
United States from Pakistan
with her family shortly after
the 9/11 attacks. The family

settled in Northern Virginia and, years later,
Naveed graduated from Hayfield Second-
ary School in Alexandria. She dreams of
becoming the first person in her family to
graduate from college.

“My mother was forced to drop out of
junior high and at 32 got her GED. I just
knew that there wasn’t anyone in my im-
mediate family who had graduated from
college and was determined to be the first
person,” said Naveed. “I knew I wanted to
[go to] George Mason because I didn’t want
loans and I knew I could pay for George
Mason out of pocket.”

Naveed used Northern Virginia Commu-
nity College’s Guaranteed Admissions Pro-
gram to complete her associate of arts de-
gree and is now finishing a bachelor’s de-
gree in criminology, law and society at
George Mason University in Fairfax.

“Counselors were great at telling me what
classes I should take so they would trans-

fer,” she said. “Almost all of my classes trans-
ferred.”

NOVA’s admissions agreements guarantee
current and future NOVA students who earn
associate degrees admission to more than
40 four-year colleges and universities.

Students have to meet certain academic
requirements, such as earning a minimum
grade point average, to be accepted into
their chosen four-year colleges.

“It’s very beneficial to the students be-
cause before these agreements, there
weren’t any parameters as to what it takes
to be admitted to universities,” said Julia
Brown, coordinator for transfer policy at
Northern Virginia Community College. “As
long as you have a certain GPA, the guar-
anteed admission agreement takes all of the
guess work out of whether you will qualify.
It is a huge relief. … Students don’t want to
waste money or time by taking a class that
isn’t needed.”

NOVA officials say that popular majors
include engineering, nursing, computer sci-
ence and general studies.

For example, a student can earn an asso-
ciates degree in engineering from NOVA
then transfer to Virginia Tech’s College of
Engineering or the University of Virginia’s
School of Engineering and Applied Science.
A student who might be unsure of the ma-
jor he plans to pursue can earn a general
studies degree and then transfer to George
Mason University.

George Mason University, University of
Virginia and Virginia Tech are the top trans-
fer schools for NOVA graduates.

“The [Guaranteed Admission Agreement]
program allowed me to complete my
associate’s degree close to home. The GAA
gave me the opportunity to transfer to my
dream school, James Madison University,
with ease and with no debt,” said Amy
Zuaso, a first-year advising specialist at
NOVA. “At NOVA, I met with a JMU trans-
fer representative that informed me about

a full ride scholarship program, The Cen-
tennial Scholars Program, that I applied for
and was awarded. Starting at NOVA first
and using the GAA helped me graduate
from a four-year school and to be the first
person in my family to graduate from col-
lege.”

NOVA’s Guaranteed
Admissions Program
gives students
opportunities to attend
their dream schools.

A Different Path to a 4-year Degree

Photo courtesy of Amy Zuaso

Amy Zuaso became the first person
in her family to graduate from
college. She says the guaranteed
admission agreements at NOVA
allowed her to complete her
associate’s degree and transfer to
her dream school: James Madison
University.

Photo courtesy of Noor Naveed

Noor Naveed hopes to become the first person in her family to graduate
from college. After graduating from NOVA, she transferred to George
Mason University.

Zuaso is now completing an online
master’s degree in counseling at Liberty
University in Lynchburg, Va.

THE PROGRAM WAS CREATED after
the release of a workforce trends report
prepared by George Mason University’s
Center for Regional Analysis showed pro-
fessional, scientific, technical and health
care fields as the key sources of new net
job growth in Northern Virginia from 2010
to 2020.

“The GAA is designed to offer students a
seamless transfer process,” said Darren
Troxler, associate dean of admissions and
chief transfer officer at George Mason Uni-
versity. “Students who meet all of the re-
quirements for GAA admission are not only
guaranteed transfer admission to Mason,
but are considered juniors for class stand-
ing, registration and financial aid purposes,
and are considered to have completed the
Mason Core, our lower-level general edu-
cation requirement.”

Troxler says another advantage to GAA
enrollment is the significant cost savings for
students and parents. “There is a $271 per
credit hour differential in tuition rates be-
tween Mason and NOVA for Virginia resi-
dents,” he said. “Students will realize a sig-
nificantly lower debt burden by taking ad-
vantage of the Virginia Community College
System.”

NOVA Commu-
nity students
can earn
admission to
more than 40
colleges and
universities
through the
school’s guar-
anteed admis-
sion agree-
ments.

Photo courtesy of Northern Virginia Community College
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Mark Gustina, MS
CCC-A Audiologist

571-312-7345
cosmetichearing
solutions.com

424 S. Washington St.,
Alexandria, VA

(Across from CVS)

Most Major Medical
Insurance Accepted

Two
Times

Johns Hopkins University Study
Type of Hearing Loss Dementia

Risk Increase

Mild
•Difficulty understanding conversation
in a busy restaurant

•Complaints that you have the TV
too loud

Moderate
•Loved ones may become frustrated
with you “You Listening”

•Constantly saying “What?”

Severe
•Difficulty making out the details
of any conversation

•Others have to interpret for you
•Possible loss of jobs or relationships

Three
Times

Five
Times

To Advertise Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Saturday Evening
5:00 pm Vigil Mass
6:30 pm Vigil Mass (en Español)
Sunday
7:30 am; 9:00 am (with Sign
Language Interpreter &
Children’s Liturgy of the Word);
10:30 am; 12:00 Noon; 2:00 pm
(en Español); 6:30 pm

Weekday
& Saturday
Mornings: 9:00 am Mass,
followed by Rosary (on First
Friday, Mass followed by
Eucharistic Adoration)
Thursday & First Friday
of the Month:
7:30 pm Mass en Español

Mass Schedule
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Sports

By Jon Roetman

The Gazette

A
fter 75 minutes of scoreless play,
Monday’s Mount Vernon-
Marshall field hockey game came
down to strokes. That’s when

Mount Vernon goalkeeper McKenzie Moore
noticed a trend and made an adjustment.

“They all had been going over to the
right,” Moore said, “so I assumed that one
of them was going to be hitting over on the
left.”

With strokes tied at 2-all, Moore made
her third save of the shootout, setting the
stage for senior captain Lindsay Gardiner
to end the game. Gardiner converted her
stroke, giving the Majors a 0-0 (3-2) vic-
tory over Marshall on Sept. 15 at Mount
Vernon High School.

Marshall led 2-1 after three rounds of

strokes, but Moore saved the Statesmen’s
next two attempts, including a diving ef-
fort that allowed junior captain Jessica
Miller to tie the shootout at 2-all.

How does a goalkeeper approach strokes?
“You just have to stay calm,” Moore said.

“Strokes are not designed for keepers to
really save, and if you do save it, it’s like
you’re a hero. [You can’t] put a lot of pres-
sure on yourself.”

Moore was a three-time hero during the
shootout. “McKenzie was pretty beast to-
night,” head coach Jess Edwards said. “I’m
pretty proud of her.”

Senior defender Catherine Perryman also
converted a stroke for the Majors.

The win improved Mount Vernon’s record
to 6-1-2, surpassing last season’s victory
total of five. After winning three district
championships in four seasons, the Majors
experienced a rare down year in 2013, fin-
ishing with a record of 5-13, including a
loss to Marshall in the third-place game of
the Conference 13 tournament. The Majors
had graduated many of their key players
from the 2012 district championship team,
and the lack of experience led to struggles
on the field.

“I talked to the girls about this at prac-
tice that … the way our season went last

year was my fault because I didn’t get them
enough playing time the year before,”
Edwards said. “We’re really trying to work
on that this year looking toward the future
because we have a big senior class this year
and we don’t want that to happen to us
again next year.”

While Mount Vernon is back to its win-
ning ways in 2014, Edwards said Monday’s
game shows the Majors have areas that
need improvement.

“To me, [the win is] kind of bittersweet

because I strongly feel a good team wins
on the field without the strokes,” Edwards
said. “The win in strokes, I’m absolutely
happy that we won, but at the same time,
it’s not the same to me. … I feel like there
are a lot of things that we need to correct.”

Gardiner, Miller, and senior midfielders
Maggie Heltzel and Amber Sable are team
captains. Mount Vernon faced Centreville
on Wednesday, after The Gazette’s deadline.
The Majors will host Washington-Lee at
7:30 p.m. on Friday, Sept. 19.

Mount Vernon Field Hockey
Surpasses 2013 Win Total
Majors GK Moore
makes 3 saves in
shootout win over
Marshall.

Senior captain Maggie Heltzel and the Mount Vernon field hockey
team defeated Marshall in strokes, 0-0 (3-2), on Sept. 15.
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

LEGAL NOTICE

Route 1 Public Meetings on October 8 and 9
The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation 
(DRPT) will host a third round of public meetings for the Route 
1 (Richmond Highway) Multimodal Transportation Alternatives 
Analysis on Wednesday, October 8, from 6-8 pm (presentation 
at 7) at Belmont Elementary School (751 Norwood Lane, 
Woodbridge) and Thursday, October 9, from 6-8 pm (presenta-
tion at 6:30) at the South County Government Center (8350 
Richmond Highway, Alexandria, VA). The public is invited to 
participate and learn the latest on this study to improve transit, 
bicycle, pedestrian, and vehicular travel along a 15-mile seg-
ment of Route 1 from Woodbridge to the Huntington Metro Sta-
tion. Project partners include Fairfax County, Prince William 
County, Virginia Department of Transportation, and the Office 
of Intermodal Planning and Investment. For more information, 
including public transit available to the meeting sites, visit 
route1multimodalaa.com or call 804-786-4440.
DRPT is committed to ensuring that no person is excluded 
from participation in or denied the benefits of its services on 
the basis of race, color or national origin, as protected by Title 
VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. For additional information on 
DRPT’s nondiscrimination policies and procedures or to file a 
complaint, please visit the website at www.drpt.virginia.gov or 
contact the Title VI Compliance Officer, Linda Balderson, 600 
E. Main Street, Suite 2102, Richmond, VA 23219.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

School Bus Driver 

Position Available
St. Paul's Nursery and Day School

We are a small nursery school and kinder-
garten located in Old Town.  Our school 
operates September through May from 

9 am until noon.
Our bus driver drives children to and from 

school each day.  He or she also drives 
approximately one field trip a week.  We 

own a brand new 20 passenger school bus.
A commercial driver's license and an 

excellent driving record are essential.  An 
appreciation and enjoyment of young 

children are a must.  The salary is 
competitive.

If you or someone you know is interested 
in this position, please contact us at the 

school office and leave a message - We will 
return your call within 24 hours.

703-549-1974

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

HDI COMPUTER SOLUTIONS
JENNIFER  SMITH  ❖  Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed up Slow Computers
➣ Troubleshooting
➣ Virus Removal
➣ Computer Setup

(571) 265-2038
jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

101 Computers 101 Computers

3 RE for Rent

Private BR & BA on 
4th flr of TH nr river 
in SE quadrant of 

Old Town.  
$1200/mo  inc. all 
utils.  Avail immed. 

703-906-7920

21 Announcements
LEGAL NOTICE

Pursuant to the provision of 
section 4-1-16 of the code of 

the City of Alexandria, the 
Alexandria Police Department 
located at 3600 Wheeler Ave-
nue, Alexandria, VA 22304 is 

now in possession of un-
claimed bicycles, mopeds, 
lawn equipment, money, 

scooters, and other items. All 
persons having valid claim to 

the property should file a claim 
to the property with reasona-
ble proof of ownership or the 
items will be sold, destroyed, 
converted or donated. For a 

complete listing go to 
http://alexandriava.gov/police/
and contact the Police Proper-
ty Section at (703) 746-6709.

26 Antiques
We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

29 Misc. for Sale

LONGABERGER
Basket Sale

Consultant selling collection
8801 Old Mt. Vernon Rd.
Alexandria, VA  22309

Fri., Sept. 19 Noon – 7 PM
Sat., Sept. 20 9 AM – 4 PM

Cash Only

Find us on Facebook
and become a fan!

www.Facebook.com/
connectionnewspapers

www.connectionnewspapers.com

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment

The Fairfax
Is the largest Military Retirement Home in
Virginia. Located in the intersection of
Telegraph Road and Route One.
We are recruiting for the following
positions:
• HVAC Tech with CFC Certification &
Residential Split System Experience
Full Time/ Ability to work a flexible sched-
ule and Emergency On-Call
• Food and Beverage Servers
Part Time Flexible including holidays and
weekends.
Apply Online at http://sunrise-careers.com
Select City: Ft. Belvoir & State: Virginia
If you have any questions please email
Thefairfax.HRA@sunriseseniorliving.com

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Educational Internships
Unusual opportunity to learn
many aspects of the newspa-
per business. Internships
available in reporting, pho-
tography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students,
and for adults considering
change of career. Unpaid.
E-mail internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Since 1991
703-863-7567

1502 B, Mt. Vernon Ave., Delray, Alexandria 22301

Storage Sheds
by Keith Cross

• All forms of carpentry Rough & Finish
• Built to order Bookcases, shelves and

cabinets, sheds and picnic tables
• Loads of Local References

CARPENTRY CARPENTRY

Recessed Lighting
Ceiling Fans
Phone/CATV
Computer Network Cabling
Service Upgrades
Hot Tubs, etc…

Office 703-335-0654
Mobile 703-499-0522

Licensed/Bonded/Insured

lektrkman28@gmail.com

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Fall Special!

10% off

crescenthomeservices@gmail.com
www.crescenthomehandyman.com

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTSIMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

Friendly Service for a Friendly Price

703-802-0483703-802-0483

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

MASONRY MASONRY

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION

Walkways, Patios, Driveways,
Flagstone, Concrete
FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed, Insured, Bonded

703-250-6231

PAVING PAVING

Quality Tree Service & Landscaping
Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured

25 years of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Spring Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,

shrubbery trimming, mulching, leaf
removal, planting, hauling, gutter cleaning,

retaining walls, drainage problems, etc.

24 Hour Emergency Tree Service

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

HAULING

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

ANGEL’S HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Junk Trash Removal,  
  Yard/Construction

 Debris, Garage/ Base-
        ment Clean Out,

              Furniture & Appl.

LANDSCAPING

Bathrooms, Kitchens,
Flooring, complete

remodeling.

703-863-7465

A&S CONSTRUCTION

JUNK HAULING
Junk, Rubbish,
Homes, Offices,

Commerical,
Yard/Construction
Debris, Lot Clear
out, 24 hrs day,

General Hom Work.

703-520-4338 N-VA

PAVING

Joseph Sealcoating

Free
Estimates!

703-494-5443

35 Years
Experience!

PAVING
Specialist

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Find us on Facebook
and become a fan!

www.Facebook.com/
connectionnewspapers

www.connectionnewspapers.com

I Never think 
of the future. 

It comes soon
enough.

-Albert Einstein

Nothing is too small to know, and
nothing too big to attempt.

-William Van Horne

CLASSIF
IED

NEWSPAPERS

For All
Your

Advertising
Needs…

It Works.
Week

After Week.

703
917-6400

Place
Your
Ad

Today!

For Local…

•Employment
•Employees
•Services
•Entertainment
•Announcements
•Real Estate
•Cars
•Trucks
•Vans
•RV’s
•Boats
•Pets
•Yard Sales
•Crafts
•Hobbies
•And More!
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ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

POTOMAC
RIVER

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com

Service Department Hours:
Monday – Friday, 7:00am to 9:00pm

Saturday, 8:00am to 5:00pm

ServiceCenters
Keep Your Toyota

a Toyota

27 YEARS OF
RECEIVING THIS

HONOR
Let’s Go Places

TOYOTA
LIFETIME GUARANTEE

Mufflers•Exhaust Pipes•Shocks•Struts
Toyota mufflers, exhaust pipes, shocks, struts
and strut cartridges are guaranteed to the
original purchaser for the life of the vehicle
when installed by an authorized Toyota dealer.
See us for full details.

You Have Saturdays Off
That’s Exactly Why We Don’t!


